Period of Trial and Hope
declared: *4One can understand the position adopted by the Arab
states in the face of the aggressive policy of the Israeli extre-
mists".65 The Soviet Union thus clearly expressed its partisanship
for the Arab cause.
The United States has consistently held the view that a solu-
tion to the dispute might be found if the Arabs and the Israelis
could be made to work together on projects that would benefit
both economically. In this connection, the striking advances made
in the field of nuclear energy production and its application to
the art of desalting saline water that can be used for intensive
agriculture assumes particular significance in view of its possible
use in the Sinai-Negev area.36 American interest in this matter
became evident within a few days after the end of the June 1967
Arab-Israeli war, when Admiral Lewis L. Strauss, a former Chair-
man of the Atomic Energy Commission, submitted a memoran-
dum calling for the establishment of three large nuclear power
and desalting plants in Israel and Jordan.
Following this development, Senator Howard H, Baker of Ten-
nessee introduced a resolution in the Senate in October 1967,
calling upon the President to pursue the objective of promptly
making available American technology and resources for the "de-
sign, construction and operation of nuclear desalting plants that
will provide large quantities of fresh water to both Arab and
Israeli territories". He expected the desalting plants to "produce
a quantity of fresh water greater than the combined flow of the
major tributaries of the Jordan River".57 It was believed that
the abundant supply of fresh water would make it possible to
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